A WEDDING GUIDE

“AND THE TWO SHALL BE ONE”
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www.truthlutheranchurch.com
A PRAYER FOR GUIDANCE


O God, our heavenly father, as You have drawn hearts together to seek a union as husband and wife, guide those that make marriage preparations, that they might build a life together on Jesus Christ, the Rock of our salvation, and in so doing, they may bring glory to Your holy name. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Weddings

“Let everyone think highly of marriage...” - Hebrews 13:4

Weddings to be held at Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC must meet all of the following:

1. The bride or groom must be a confessing and practicing Christian and a member of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC.

2. The Pastor officiating at the wedding must be the pastor of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC.

3. At least (3) months and preferably (6) months notice must be given by the couple so proper counseling can be provided by the pastor of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC.

4. Only the Congregation Council of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC, in consultation with the Pastor of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC can make an exception to this policy.

Adopted by Pastor and Congregation Council of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC  July 1, 2014

THE BIBLICAL BASIS for weddings at 
Truth Lutheran Church of Brained LLC


The laws of the state of Minnesota regulate marriage as a civil contract.  However, God’s word expresses that marriage is much more than just a legal agreement:  It is an expression of one’s faith. God’s Word therefore directs every marriage celebrated within the walls of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC. 

Scripture tells us that God himself originated marriage: “Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for man to be alone. I will provide a partner for him.’”(Genesis 2:24)  He has designed marriage for the welfare and happiness of the people whom he created.  So God looks upon marriage as a divine institution in which He Himself joins the lives of one man and one woman into one. “Marriage is honorable in all,” declares God in Hebrews 13:4.   

Marriage cannot be rightly understood apart from another gift: the gift of children. As he creates man and woman, God says, “Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1:28). As the two “become one flesh,” the highest possible result of this marriage is the conception and birth of a child. The child is in every sense the “one flesh” of the mother and father and the living sign of their union. The optimal setting for the care of children is the loving marital unity of a man and woman. In such marriage children are nurtured within the distinctive uniqueness and created differences of male and female serving together in the family.

This is a brief summary of the Bible’s teaching on marriage—as such, it is also the doctrine of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC, a member congregation of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC). Every congregation and pastor of LCMC accepts the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the written Word of God and the only rule and norm of faith and of practice. Congregations and pastors also gladly declare their unswerving conviction that the confessions of the Lutheran church, as found in The Book of Concord (1580), are in full agreement with the Scriptures. LCMC congregations, pastors, and other called servants thus agree to abide by the doctrine of the Synod.
GOVERNING DOCUMENTS

The marriage policy of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC,  a member congregation of Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC), is and always has been consistent with the Scriptures proclamations on marriage and the Synod’s beliefs on marriage. We believe that marriage is a sacred union of one man and one woman (Gen. 2:24-25), and that God gave marriage as an image of the relationship between Christ and His bride the Church (Eph. 5:32). Our pastors will not officiate over any marriages inconsistent with these beliefs, and our church property may not be used for any marriage ceremony, reception or other activity that would be inconsistent with our beliefs and this policy

The Constitution, Bylaws and Continuing Resolutions of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC, approved at a legally called meeting of the congregation on February 9, 2014, by a majority vote of those present and voting and ratified without change at the Special Meeting of the congregation on February 23, 2014, by a two-thirds majority vote of those present and voting, provide the guidelines and limitations for this Wedding Policy.  As such, this governing document provides further detail for this Wedding policy as outlined in Chapter Two of the Constitution, Confession of Faith. 
PASTORAL SERVICE AND PREMARITAL COUSELING


This congregation provides a pastor to help you in your wedding plans and to conduct your wedding service. We follow the principal that “Lutheran pulpits are for Lutheran pastors.” The unity of faith and doctrine is a vital confession of our congregation. If it is your desire to have  a non-Lutheran pastor participate in your wedding service, please consult with the pastor prior to making such arrangements.  Any clergy, including Lutheran pastors, who participate must be in full altar and pulpit fellowship with Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ. This is not passing judgment on the faith of another clergyman or Christian church. It is solely standing on the principle of Scripture regarding the unity of confession and practice.


One of the first arrangements you need to make is to reserve the church and set your wedding date with the pastor. Then arrangements will be made for premarital counseling. The counseling is designed to help you prepare for a Christian marriage. The pastor will use a casual, conversational approach in his counseling with you.  You will be expected to meet for counseling in several sessions of approximately one hour.  The topics to be discussed include the Biblical View of Marriage, Sexual Matters,

Attitudes and Expectations, Communication, and Your Wedding Service.

To avoid scheduling problems and to allow for adequate preparation and counseling, it is requested that you contact the pastor as early as possible, no later than three months before your wedding. After the initial meeting with the pastor, your reservation for the wedding will be either approved or rejected.
APPROVAL OF THE WEDDING

One of the members of the marriage must be a member of the congregation.  When neither the man nor the woman is a member and a church wedding is still desired, the couple may be required to attend an adult instruction course prior to the wedding. This course teaches basic Christian doctrine. Following the classes, they may become members if approved by the Congregation Council of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC and thereby become eligible for consideration for a wedding at Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC.


Reasons why a church wedding might not be approved are as follows:

1. When state licensing requirements are not met by the couple.
2. When the couple disagrees with the church’s policies as described in this guidebook.
3. When obstacles to a marriage are noted by the pastor, which in his or her opinion are not possible at that time to be overcome, such as valid objections by parents of either the bride or groom, especially when one or both persons is at an age requiring parental consent.
FEES


There are no fees charged by the congregation for a wedding conducted for our members. However, you may want to remember those who served you with a love gift. The organist and the custodian who cleans the church for your wedding and afterwards are individuals who are helping you and you may want to remember them. Some guidelines:


$150 suggested donation to janitor


$150 suggested donation to organist


$150 suggested donation to Pastor for preparation of and officiating at the ceremony.


$250 suggested donation to Pastor for marriage counseling sessions.
FINAL AUTHORITY


Final authority for all that occurs during the rehearsal and wedding service shall be with the pastor, after consultation with and approval of the Congregation Council of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC.
LEGAL MATTERS


You should consult the state of Minnesota regulations for information regarding a marriage license and where to obtain such license. You must have a valid license, and the license must be in the possession of the pastor before the wedding can take place. If the license is not in the possession of the pastor at the time of the wedding, the wedding service will be delayed until the license can be given to the pastor.


It is suggested that you give the pastor your license at your wedding rehearsal.
WEDDING CEREMONY GUIDELINES


Please consult with the pastor for suggested order of service, appropriate scripture and hymn suggestions, as well as deviations from such guidelines.  


The above guidelines have been adopted by the Congregation Council of Truth Lutheran Church of Brainerd LLC for the benefit and use of its members. As such, they are framed within the teachings of Scripture and follow the Apostle Paul’s declaration:  “For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 8:38-39).  With these thoughts in mind, we lovingly, and faithfully, with the glorious truths of God’s Word and, above all, with the saving Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ establish and adopt this Wedding Guide.
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